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The following compilation is designed as a selected reading list for studying the history and politics of the American Religious Right movement.  It is not comprehensive, but specialized for social science research.  The citations included are geared toward scholarly research in this area and were included at the author’s own discrimination.  The American Religious Right movement is a broad and generalized movement that influences research in many other disciplines.  This compilation includes reference sources, books, articles, dissertations, published and unpublished manuscripts, and organization-related information that pertain to the politics, history, and philosophy of the movement from 1980 to the present.  
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Secondary Sources


Secondary sources comprise that body of literature which is written about the history, politics, and philosophy of the American Religious Right movement by critics or scholarly analysts.


Secondary sources are divided into the following categories:  Books, Newspaper and Magazine Articles, Manuscripts and Typescripts, Unpublished Manuscripts, Typescripts and Reports, and Doctoral Dissertations.  

Books that are about the American Religious Right movement, related issues, politics, history, and ideology:
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Newspaper and Magazine Articles:


The following list of newspaper articles is a small sample, chosen for their representation of the most significant social and political issues the Religious Right has been associated and involved with since 1980, e.g., political campaigns, abortion, television evangelism, and school board politics.  


The New York Times, in particular, has featured extensive coverage of the American Religious Right movement.  The New York Times Index is a useful reference tool to locate news articles detailing the most recent Religious Right political activities.  
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Organizations


The “Religious Right” consists of a wide range of local and national groups that range in their social-issue and political conservatism.  Hence the Right is not monolithic, but a confederacy of loosely related groups, individuals and organizations, some of which work in coalition with each other, some of which simply work toward similar goals, and some of which even oppose each other.  The Right is also supported by various organizations and institutions, which may from time to time issue newsletter and direct mail letters related to the Right.


A comprehensive list of all Religious Right institutions, as well as Anti-Right institutions and associated organizational structures, their publications, and where the archives are housed is beyond the scope of this compilation.  The following list includes the national-based, most prominent contemporary organizations.  A complete, and regularly updated compendium of both Right and Anti-Right organizations is available from Political Research Associates, (202)332-6483.


There is a voluminous amount of materials distributed and associated with the national and local American “Religious Right” organizations.  Isolating these materials is difficult, in part because the organizations produce so many different materials, materials are produced so spontaneously, and distributed selectively, but widely when considered collectively, by local and national groups.  


Locating and detailing the Moral Majority archives was a less formidable task, in part because it is a defunct organization and has consequently stopped publication.  Christian Coalition, in particular, is a difficult organization to trace the publications of for several reasons.  First, it functions as an umbrella group for hundreds of state and local chapters who also publish and distribute some materials.  Second, it does not appear to be eager to make its archives public domain.  Finally, much of the material distributed by the Christian Coalition is increasingly electronic.  That is, individuals are free to electronically post their own articles and papers without acceptance from a publisher or a peer review process to negotiate.  These materials become part of the pool of information about the Religious Right, but are currently indexed nowhere or poorly on the Internet.  Further, this raises the issue of what material is bibliographically reliable on the Internet.


Hence, the following bibliographic list is a selective compilation of the most important and influential organizations and available information, including publications.  A selection of homepages retrieved via World Wide Web are included as a preliminary step toward further research in the area of the use of the Internet as a mobilization medium by contemporary mass movements.  

Pro-Right Organizations

American Family Association (AFA)

P.O. Box 2440


Tupelo, Minnesota 38803


Status:  Active.  560 local branches and chapters.


Publications:    


Direct mail newsletters, spontaneous.
Christian Coalition
P.O. Box 1990
Chesapeake, Virginia 23327-1990
Founder/Head:  Pat Robertson
Status:  Active political and religious organization
Publications:
Direct mail newsletters, spontaneous.
Congressional Scorecard, published according to congressional vote.
Christian American, published nine times per year during he following months:  January, February, March, April, May, July, September, October, and November.
Other Media:  700 Club, television program.
Electronic Sources:  Christian Coalition Homepage  http://www.infi.net


Pat Robertson and the Christian Coalition Homepage
http://www.qrd.org/qrd/www/rrr/


Some Christian Coalition archives are housed at library at Regent University, Virginia.

Citizens for Excellence in Education
P.O. Box 3200
Costa Mesa, California 92628
Founder/ Head:  Robert Simonds
Status:  
Other Media:  Issues in Education, radio program broadcast in 26 states.

Concerned Women for America
122 C Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20001
Founder/Head:  Beverly Lahaye
Status:  Active Christian women’s organization, with many regional chapters
Publications:
Family Issues at a Glance 
Other Media: 
Beverly LaHaye Live, 30 minute daily radio, heard by 350,000 people over 28 stations nationwide.

Family Research Council

700 13th Street. NW, Suite 500


Washington D.C. 20005


Founder/Head: Gary Bauer


Publications:

Electronic Sources:

Family Research Council Homepage  http://www.frc.org/townhall/FRC

Focus on the Family
Post Office Box 35500
Colorado Springs, CO 80935
Founder/Head:  James Dobson
Status:  Active
Publications:
Citizen, monthly magazine; voter guides; seminars 
Other Media:
Focus on the Family, television program
Electronic Sources:
Focus on the Family Homepage http://www.cs.albany.edu/~ault/fof/fof.html
Focus on the Family: Unofficial Archives  http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/Focus.on.Family/fofn.html


Newsletters archived at http://www.calvin.edu/Christian/

Moral Majority
Founder/Head:  Jerry Falwell
Status:  Inactive.  Major Religious Right political organization as of mid 1980’s.
Publications:

Moral Majority Reports
The Moral Majority reports were issued every four weeks between March 1980 and June 1982.  The July issue was not published, and monthly publication occurred from August 1982 through December 1985.  The early reports included volume and issue numbers, with the first report being volume one, issue three.  In 1984, the report jumped one volume due to a print-setting error.  The practice of noting issue and volume was discontinued thereafter.

14 March 1980; 15 August 1980; 11 April, 1980; 16 March 1981; 19 January 1981; 16 February 1981; 14 July 1980; November 1983; 30 June 1980; 30 July 1980; 15 October; 1980; 17 November 1980; 15 December 1980; 6 June 1980; 26 May 1980; 18 May 1981; 22 June 1981; 20 July 1981; 24 August 1981; 21 September 1981; 19 October 1981; 23 November 1981; September 1982; 22 February 1982; 28 June 1982; August 1983; January 1984; February 1984; March 1984; April 1984; May 1984; June 1984; August 1982; 26 April 1982; November 1982; 24 May 1982; August 1982; July 1983; September 1983; June 1983; April 1983; May 1983; October 1983; December 1983; September 1983; March 1983; April 1985; January 1985; February 1985; March 1985; July 1985; May 1985; June 1985; August 1985; September 1985; November 1985; 15 September 1980; January 1983.

Moral Majority Letters
The fund-raising letters were mailed, on average, once every three weeks.  This compilation may be incomplete, since additional mailings were sent to the organization’s most generous donors.  Dates in brackets indicate the approximate time of arrival for undated letters.

22 August 1979; 12 October 1979; 2 July 1980 [June 1981]; 9 February 1981; 15 September 1982; [September 1982]; 1 February 1982; 3 December 1982; 1 March 1982; 12 March 1982; 2 April 1982; 15 April 1982; 14 May 1982; 20 June 1982; 1 July 1982; [July 1982]; 5 August 1982; [August 1982]; 7 September 1982; 1 November 1982; 15 December 1982; 15 February 1982; 23 August 1982; 17 November 1982; 14 October 1983; 12 May 1983; 8 September 1983; August 1983; [January 1983]; [February 1983]; August 1983; August 1983; [January 1983]; 14 January 1983; 8 March 1983; 28 April 1983; 26 May 1983; 15 June 1983; 28 June 1983; 14 July 1983; 30 August 1983; 19 September 1983; 1 November 1984; 12 December 1984; [January 1985]; 20 December 1984; 12 September 1984; 22 August 1984; 9 August 1984; 26 July 1984; 23 May 1984; 15 February 1984; 28 September 1984; 20 June 1984; 15 June 1984; [January 1984]; 9 February 1984; 24 February 1984; 30 April 1984; 28 November 1984; 12 July 1985; 11 January 1985; 1 February 1985; 6 March 1985; 12 February 1985; 13 March 1985; 6 June 1985; 31 May 1985; 1 April 1985; 16 May 1985; 16 May 1985; 3 May 1985; 25 January 1985; 7 January 1985; 6 January 1986; 15 October 1985; 13 December 1985; 24 December 1985; 2 September 1985; 30 January 1984; 26 May 1983; 4 March 1985; 28 June 1985; 15 November 1983; 28 October 1985; 12 August 1985; 7 November 1985; 26 September 1985; 16 September 1985; 26 August.

Moral Majority Archives
The Moral Majority archives are housed in the library of Liberty University.  The archives mainly hold daily newspapers from the Old Time Gospel Hour’s clipping service.  The archivist estimates that 20 to 50 articles per week were received and stored in stack boxes unfiled.  The archive also contains a complete set of the Moral Majority Reports, an incomplete set of the daily Moral Majority Radio Reports from 2 January 1984-30 April 1985.

Traditional Values Coalition

139 C Street, SE


Washington D.C. 20003


Founder/Head:  Lou Sheldon


Status:  Active.  25000 churches, and 17 state organizations comprise 
network.


Publications:  


Direct mail letters, spontaneous.


Anti-Right Organizations


This selected list includes national organizations that oppose and act to counter the influence of the Religious Right in American social and political affairs.  

American Civil Liberties Union
132 West 43rd Street
New York, New York  10036
Founder/Head:  Lynn Decker
Status:  Active
Publications:
Series of books on Constitutional rights (some available in bookstores).  Write for full 
list; direct mail newsletters.
ACP Newsletter, monthly newsletter.


American Library Association
Intellectual Freedom Committee
50 E. Huron
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Founder/Head: Judith Krug
Status:  Active
Publications:
Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom, bi-monthly.

Americans for Religious Liberty
P.O. Box 6656
Silver Spring, Maryland  20916
Founder/Heads: Albert J. Menendez; Ed Doerr
Status:  Active
Publications:  
Several books and pamphlets available.  Write for list. 
Voice of Reason, quarterly newsletter.
Conn Joe.  Americans United for Separation of Church and State.
Menendez, Albert J..Visions of Reality: What Fundamentalist Schools Teach.  $14.95.
Swomley John M.  Religious Liberty and the Secular State.. $14.95.


Anti-Defamation League of B'Nai B'Rith
823 UN Plaza
New York, NewYork  10017     212-490-2525
Founder/Head:  Gail L. Gans
Status:  Active with many regional offices.
Publications:
Print and electronic resources are extensive. Special reports on Skinheads, the Ku Klux Klan, Identity Churches, Liberty Lobby, Lyndon LaRouche, etc.. Call for availability and pricing.
ADL on the Frontline, monthly newsletter.
Law Enforcement Bulletin, periodic (2-4 times yearly) newsletter.
Extremism on the Right: A Handbook.  Profiles of organizations and individuals involved in far-right racist and anti-Jewish activity. $10.
Human Relations Materials for the School.  An extensive 48-page catalog of print, film, and video materials for combating prejudice.  Write for a free copy.


Center for Constitutional Rights
666 Broadway
New York, New York 10012
Founder/Head: Joan Gibbs, Susanne Shende
Status:  Active progressive legal advocacy group. 
Publications:
Coordinates Movement Support Network (MSN) which collects data on harassment 
of activists by government agents; data available by request.
If an Agent Knocks: Federal Investigators and Your Rights. English or Spanish. $1.50.


Center for Democratic Renewal
P.O. Box 50469
Atlanta, Georgia  30302
Founder/Head:  Loretta Ross
Status:  Active community-based coalition fighting hate-group activity. Formerly National Anti-Klan Network. Has numerous local affiliates. 
Publications:
Monitor, bi-monthly newsletter.
Quarantines and Death: The Far Right's Homophobic Agenda.  $5.
They Don't All Wear Sheets: A Chronology of Racist and Far Right Violence 1980-1986. $6.
When Hate Groups Come To Town: A Handbook of Effective Community Responses. $18.95.


Coalition for Human Dignity
P.O. Box 40344
Portland, Oregon 97240
Founder/Head: Steven Gardiner
Status:  Active affiliate of the Center for Democratic Renewal, studies, analyzes and organizes around the Christian Right and its growing prominence.
Publications:
Rolling Back Civil Rights: The Oregon Citizens' Alliance at Religious 
War. $8.50.

CovertAction
1500 Massachusetts Ave., NW, #732
Washington, D.C.  20005
Founder/Head: Louis Wolf 
Status:  Active
Publications:
CovertAction Quarterly, quarterly newsletter .  Write for back issues with articles on religious/political right. $6.
Winter 92-93: Covert Tactics and Overt Agenda of the New Christian Right.
Spring 1987: Special Issue on the Religious Right.


Fundamentalists Anonymous
P.O. Box 20324
Greeley Square Station
New York, New York  10001
Founder/Head: Richard Yao
Status:  Active organization that helps individuals to leave aggressively domineering fundamentalist churches.  
Publications:
Preparing report on TV evangelists.  Write for availability.


Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders
Box 218
Boston, Massachusetts  02112
Founder/Head: Mary Bonauto
Status:  Active public interest legal advocacy.
Publications:
Brief, Spring and Fall newsletter, sent to contributors.


Institute for First Amendment Studies
P.O. Box 589
Great Barrington, Massachusetts  01230
Founder/Head: Skipp Porteous
Status:  Active membership organization that tracks the Religious Right.
Publications:
Freedom Writer, newsletter.
Walk Away, publication featuring articles of interest to ex-Fundamentalists.
Challenging the Christian Right: The Activist's Handbook. $20.
Electronic Resources:  Institute for First Amendment Studies Home Pages  http://www.uark.edu/depts/comminfo/www/freewriter.html
http://www.crocker.com/~ifas/


Klanwatch Project
Southern Poverty Law Center
P.O. Box 548
Montgomery, Alabama  36195-5101
Status:  Active organization.  Has developed Teaching Tolerance curriculum. Write for details.
Publications:
Klanwatch Intelligence Report, newsletter primarily by request to law enforcement agencies.
The Ku Klux Klan: A History of Racism and Violence. 4th ed. $1.75.

National Abortion Rights Action League
NARAL Foundation
1156 15th Street, NW, 7th Floor
Washington, D.C.  20005
Founder/Head: Bob Bingaman
Status:  Active membership organization fighting to preserve abortion rights.
Publications:
Campus materials for organizing.  Write to order.
NARAL News, newsletter available to members.
Who Decides? A Reproductive Rights Issues Manual. $5.
Who Decides? A State By State Review of Abortion Rights. $10.


National Coalition Against Censorship
275 Seventh Avenue
New York, New York  10001
Status:  Active coalition of over 40 participating organizations. Write for long list of topical resource materials.
Publications:  
Censorship News, newsletter. 5 issues per year.  Full set of back issues beginning with March 
1975 is available for $30.  Write for order.
Freedom is Not a Dirty Word, Leaflet, box of 250.
The Religious Right and Freedom of Speech. 1981, $3.
Creationism: Information Packet. $1.
Feminist Anti-Censorship Packet. $4.
Censorship, Black Literature, and Racism. $1.


National Conference of Christians and Jews
71 5th Avenue, Suite 1100
New York, New York 10003
Founder/Head: Stephen Steinlight, Maurice Bozarth.
Status:  Active with 65 regional offices. Nonprofit relations organization, focus on religious affairs, workplace & community education programs.


National Education Association
1201 16th Street, NW
Washington, D.C.  20036
Founder/Head: Paul Putnum.
Status:  Active organization focused on combating curriculum censorship.


National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
NGLTF Policy Institute
1734 14th Street
Washington, D.C.  20009-4309
Founder/Head: Peri Jude Radecic, David Smith
Status:  Active national clearinghouse for issues involving homophobia, Anti-Violence project list, Organizations Working Against Violence.
Publications: 
Activist Alert, periodic newsletter.


NGLTF Fight the Right Project
522 SW 5th Ave, Suite 1375
Portland, Oregon  97204
Founder/Head: Scot Nakagawa
Status:  Active organization to monitor and organize against Religious Right and anti-gay legislative initiatives and lobbying efforts.


National Institute Against Prejudice and Violence
31 South Greene Street
Baltimore, Maryland  21201
Status:  Active 
Publications:  
Study papers and reports on bigotry.
Prejudice and Violence: An Annotated Bibliography of Selected Materials on Racial, 
Religious, and Ethnic Violence and Intimidation. $4.
Striking Back at Bigotry: Remedies Under Federal and State Law for Violence Motivated by Racial, Religious, and Ethnic Prejudice. $15.


People for the American Way
2000 M Street, NW Suite 400
Washington, D.C.  20036
Founder/Head:  Mary Gill
Status:  Active
Publications:  
Write for current list of background reports.  Has several recent reports and press releases on homophobic campaigns and rise of the religious right.
Right-Wing Watch, newsletter 10 issues per year.
Academia’s Response.
Attacks on the Freedom to Learn. $8.95.
Bollier David.  The Witch Hunt Against “Secular Humanism.” $5.95.
Butts R. Freeman.  Religious Education and the First Amendment: The Appeal to History. $5.95.
Hate in the Ivory Tower: A Survey of Intolerance on College Campuses and Academia's Values, Pluralism, and Public Education: A National Conference.  $7.95.
Religion, Politics, and the Media. Panel Discussion. $5.95Response. Includes guidelines for campuses. $10.95.
Other Media:  
The Religious Right, Then and Now, videotape. $25.

Planned Parenthood Federation of America
National Office
810 7th Avenue, 14th Floor
New York, New York  10019
Founder/Head: Al Ross
Status:  Active organizations focusing to protect abortion rights. 
Publications:  
Internal newsletter, no public circulation. Call to request a copy.
Brochure on the attack on abortion rights.


Political Research Associates
678 Massachusetts Avenue
Suite 702
Cambridge, Massachusetts  02139
Founder/Head: Dr. Jean Hardisty, Chip Berlet, Margaret Quigley, Francine Davis.
Status:  Active
Publications:  
The Public Eye, newsletter.
Opposition Research, collection of recent columns by Sara Diamond on the Religious 
Right.
Extensive ten-year file and publication archive on right-wing movements ranging from New Right to white supremacist groups. Dr. Hardisty was expert witness on political and religious right in Colorado lawsuit to block Amendment 2. Plans publication of Fred Clarkson manuscript on Religious Right & Reconstructionism. Has co-published with South End Press two books on political right with Russ Bellant.  Call for request.  Resources include the following:  

1.  Selected newspaper, magazine, and newsletter articles on Religious Right and homophobia.

2.  Examples of publications and direct mail appeals of key religious and political right groups promoting homophobia.

3.  Materials from Oregon and Colorado, sample tables-of- contents from homophobic books, assorted homophobic articles.
The Public Eye, quarterly newsletter.


Resource Center
Inter-Hemispheric Education Resource Center
P.O. Box 4506
Albuquerque, New Mexico  87196
Founder/Head:  Beth Sims
Status:  Active General Central America research with special focus on political manipulation by humanitarian groups and missionaries. Covers Religious Right in Central America. 
Publications:  
Sells background reports profiling key groups and individuals.  Write for list.


Simon Wiesenthal Center
9760 West Pico
Los Angeles, California  90035
Founder/Head: Rick Eaton
Status:  Active
Publications:  
Write for complete resource list. 
Library open by appointment. Contains extensive collection on the Holocaust & dynamics of prejudice.


State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Periodicals Collection
Periodicals Library
816 State Street
Madison, Wisconsin  53706
Head Librarian: James Danky
Status:  Active
Publications:  
Has large collection of obscure periodicals, including political and Religious Right material. Makes photocopies of specific pages for a fee.  Some microform materials available through inter-library loan.


The Women's Project
2224 Main Street
Little Rock, Arkansas  72206
Founder/Head: Suzanne Pharr
Status:  Active
Publications:  
Transformation, bi-monthly newsletter.
Back issues of the Women's Project newsletter, Transformation, contain excellent articles on the Religious Right.
Handbook for Victims of Hate Violence, $1.50.

Addendum:  World Wide Web Homepages


In the course of compiling this bibliography, I happened upon a wide range of Internet “Homepages” established and maintained by American Pro and Anti-Religious Right national and local organizations, activists, and even churches.  These Homepages are indexed in various print resources, such as the Internet Yellow Pages and also through on-line search engines, such as Lycos and Webcrawler.  


Searching for relevant pages disclosed several important issues for the library science discipline.  First, on-line search engines consistently yield higher recall than precision.  The search strategy does not allow for advanced Boolean searches to retrieve only relevant text within the pages and searches on keyword or subject are not reliable.  


Second, the issue of which pages are credible or reliable information sources is important.  That is, many are maintained by individuals, with no peer review process guiding the quality of information posted for public access.  Third, I had great difficulty locating in Turabian, or MLA style manuals the correct style for citing Internet resources.  The notion of a virtual library via the Internet poses these challenges and others.  


The following list is a rough collection of those pages available via World Wide Web relating to the American Religious Right movement issues, ideology, and history.  

A Collision with Culture: Nell Battle and the South 
http://hurricane.net2.nlu.edu/~page/

Billy Graham Training Center at The Cove   http://www.asheville.com/

Brother Mark's Christian Material   http://www.tit.fi/~mark/Christian/

Christian Coalition   http://www.infi.net:80/cc/

Christianity   http://www.ualberta.ca/~slis/guides/religion/

The Conservative Link    http://www.moscow.com/~bmdesign/tcl/

Dick Sutphen's “The Battle for Your Mind” 


http://uptown.turnpike.net/C/cublea/

Election '96 Homepage   http://www.crown.net/~mpg/election/

Family Research Council    http://www.cs.albany.edu/~ault/fof/misc/frcl

Focus on the Family    http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/Focus.on.Family/

Freedom Writer   http://www.crocker.com/~ifas/fw/9410/

Freedom Writer Home Page   http://www.crocker.com/~ifas/fw/

IFAS home page   http://www.crocker.com/~ifas/

Inside Glen Eyrie Castle: The Organized Assault on Gay Rights 


http://www.webcom.com/~albany/

National Religious Broadcasters Online   http://www.mnsinc.com/nrb/

NRA Homepage    http://www.nra.org/

Pat Robertson and the Christian Coalition   http://www.qrd.org/qrd/www/rrr/

Prolifers/Anti-Abortionists    http://www.qrd.org/QRD/www/RRR/

Promise Keepers Info Network    http://www.primenet.com/~jsavin/

Propaganda and Politics   http://www.teleport.com/~stiltman/Politics/

The Reactionary Right    http://www.webcom.com/~albany/

Regent University Library -- Home Page   http://www.regent.edu:80/lib/

The Religious Freedom Home Page   http://northshore.shore.net/~compub/

The Right Side of the Web   http://www.clark.net/pub/jeffd/

Right Wing Politics    http://garnet.berekely.edu:3333/.right/

The Right's Agenda - Suzanne Pharr   http://www.webcom.com/~albany/

Rush to the Right Side.... http://www.clark.net/pub/jeffd/

Stormfromt    http://stormfromt.wat.com/stormfromt/

Unofficial Rush Limbaugh Home Page 


http://www.eskimo.com/~jeremyps/rush/

Walk Away    http://www.crocker.com/~ifas/wa/
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